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I.  EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 
 
 
The Staff Report is prepared in response to a Petition for Territory Transfer (“Petition”) received 
from Chief Petitioner Brooks (“Chief Petitioner”) (Exhibit 1).  The proposed transfer area 
associated with the Larkspur-Corte Madera School District is located on the north side of 
Paradise Drive. The area proposed for transfer from the Larkspur-Corte Madera School District 
to the Reed Union School District is inhabited. 
 
Note:  Initially, there were ten (10) parcels identified during the August 25, 2014 and August 26, 
2014 public hearings and the October 16, 2014 special meeting. Upon further review, staff noted 
two parcels, one improved and one unimproved, which are listed under the same owners.  The 
number of parcels related to this Petition are not relevant under Education Code § 35706.  
 
Proposals to organize, or reorganize, school districts must substantially comply with the statutes 
in order to be granted. In this regard, it is important to understand the function of this report. The 
above referenced legal criteria has been referenced and herein provides the Marin County 
Committee for School District Organization (“Committee”) with an objective and factual 
analysis of the proposal’s compliance with the statutes. (Table 1) This report does not contain a 
recommendation to either approve or disapprove the proposal.  
 
In response to an inquiry from the Chief Petitioner, information was sought from the County of 
Marin to verify the legal boundary descriptions and maps used to determine school district 
boundaries specific to this Petition.  The County of Marin enlisted consultant Linda A. 
Carruthers, PLS, who determined the boundary descriptions and maps were consistent.  (Exhibit 
2) 
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II.  INTRODUCTION 
 
 
PETITION AND BACKGROUND 
 
Chief Petitioner 
On June 20, 2014, the Marin County Superintendent of Schools received a Petition for Transfer 
of Territory from Ms. Brooke Gordon, Chief Petitioner via hand delivery. The Petition proposes 
to reorganize the territory from the Larkspur-Corte Madera School District (“LCMSD”) to the 
Reed Union School District (“RUSD”). The petition (Exhibit 1) was filed under the provisions of 
Education Code § 35700(a).   
 
Registered Voter Verification 
On July 14, 2014, the Marin County Registrar of Voters Office verified the signatures as 
registered voters of the parcels involved.  The Marin County Superintendent of Schools found 
100% of the submitted signatures were registered voters of the Petition area.  Pursuant to 
Education Code § 35700(a), the Petition is deemed to be sufficient with at least 25% of 
registered voters.  Consequently, on July 18, 2014, the Marin County Superintendent of Schools 
simultaneously transmitted the petition to the Committee and the State Board of Education 
(“SBE”), pursuant to Education Code § 35704. 
 
Determination of Inhabited versus Uninhabited Territory 
Pursuant to Education Code § 35517, the Petition qualifies as an “inhabited” territory.  The 
Petition included a total of thirteen (13) signatures and from those signatures, twelve (12) were 
validated as registered voters.  Inhabited territories are territories containing twelve (12) or more 
registered voters.   
 
Public Hearings 
The statutes require that within sixty (60) days after a valid petition is received and verified, the 
Committee shall hold one or more public hearings in each district affected by the petition.  These 
public hearings took place on the following dates: 
 

• Monday, August 25, 2014 from 6:00pm to 7:25pm in the Staff Development Center at 
Bel Aire Elementary School, 277 Karen Way, Tiburon, CA 94920 
 

• Tuesday, August 26, 2014 from 6:00pm to 6:50 pm in the Multi-Purpose Room at the 
Cove School, 330 Golden Hind Passage, Corte Madera, CA 94925 

 
CCSDO Special Meeting 
The Committee held a special meeting to review the boundary report secured through the County 
of Marin’s consultant, Linda A. Carruthers, PLS. (Exhibit 2) 
 

• Thursday, October 16, 2014 from 5:00pm to 6:15pm in the Community Room at the 
Marin County Office of Education, 1111 Las Gallinas Avenue, San Rafael, CA 94903 
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CEQA Compliance 
The Committee, as a lead agency for the California Environmental Quality Act (“CEQA”), must 
comply with provisions of CEQA before approving a territory transfer if it is determined to be a 
project under CEQA. On August 29, 2014, Secretary Designee of the Committee submitted the 
Notice of Exemption (Exhibit 3) to the Marin County Clerk’s Office to claim a categorical 
exemption of California Code of Regulations § 15320, Title 14, Division 6, Chapter 3, Article 
19, Class 20 and stated the reason for the exemption was due to a minor boundary change 
between two local agencies (school districts). The Notice of Exemption was received and filed by 
the Marin County Clerk’s Office on September 12, 2014.  The Local Agency Formation 
Commission (“LAFCO”) received a copy of the Notice of Exemption. 
 
Petition Approval Process 
On November 24, 2014, the Committee will consider taking final action on the petition. Its 
decision to grant or deny the petition will be based on the criteria enumerated in paragraphs (1) to 
(9) of subdivision (a) of Education Code § 35753. These conditions are referenced within this 
report. 
 
Pursuant to Education Code § 35706, final action must be taken within 120 days of the first 
public hearing, or no later than December 23, 2014. 
 
Pursuant to Education Code § 35709, if the Committee approves the petition and both the 
Larkspur-Corte Madera School District’s and the Reed Union School District’s governing boards 
consent to the transfer, then the petition will be granted without an election.  In absence of 
consent by both districts, any decision by the Committee to grant the transfer of territory, will 
need to be submitted for an election. 
 
Conditions of Election  
If an election must be held, the Committee must determine the area in which the election is to be 
held and the Marin County Superintendent of Schools must then call an election in that area, 
pursuant to Education Code § 35710. 
 
 
DESCRIPTION OF PROPOSED TRANSFER AREA 
 
The Chief Petitioner has requested the transfer of inhabited territory in the bayside Corte Madera 
community from the Larkspur-Corte Madera School District to the Reed Union School District.  
The Assessor’s Parcel Numbers associated with the Petition are located on the north side of 
Paradise Drive (Exhibit 5) and these parcels are within the boundaries of the Larkspur-Corte 
Madera School District (Exhibit 2).   
 
 
PETITIONER’S RATIONALE FOR PROPOSING TRANSFER 
 
The Chief Petitioner provided the following rationale supporting this proposal (Exhibit 1): 
 

• Precedence: The location of these homes have been a gray area where up until recently, 
the homes were given the option of going to either district (without a transfer request). 
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• Surrounding Community: These eight homes are part of the Tiburon (Reed Union School 

District) community. According to the maps, these homes are surrounded by other 
Tiburon homes to the east and the south. We want our children to go to the same school 
as the rest of the children on the block, the children across the street, and every child that 
lives within a half mile radius from these eight homes. 

 
• Bus Service: The closest cross street (which is walking distance), Robin Drive, has a bus 

stop servicing Reed Union School District only. The existing homes in discussion here 
have used the public school transportation service at the Robin Drive stop (having gone to 
Reed Union School District). 

 
• Safe Route to School: There is no safe route or walking path/sidewalk to the new Cove 

School (or to any of the other schools within the Larkspur-Corte Madera School District) 
for these residences and there are no plans to create sidewalks. The option of utilizing the 
bus service through Reed Union School District is the safest option. 

 
• Minimal Impact: The Petition only includes eight residences. At this time, there are no 

school age children attending K-8 grades in these eight residences; therefore there would 
be no immediate impact. The Chief Petitioner has two toddlers that would be of school 
age within the next five years. 

 

 
POSITION OF DISTRICTS AFFECTED 
 
At the special meeting on October 16, 2014, the Committee requested staff to invite the Board of 
the Larkspur-Corte Madera School District and the Reed Union School District to submit its 
position on the territory transfer petition to transfer territory to the Reed Union School District 
from the Larkspur-Corte Madera School District.   
 
Larkspur-Corte Madera School District’s Position (Exhibit 6) 
The Board of Trustees of the Larkspur-Corte Madera School District voted unanimously at their 
meeting on November 19, 2014, to reject the petition for the transfer of certain parcels from the 
Larkspur-Corte Madera School District to the Reed Union School District as filed by Brooke and 
Huntly Gordon on June 19, 2014. 
 
Larkspur-Corte Madera School District is committed to serving the students residing within its 
current boundaries.  The first phase of a comprehensive Facilities Master Plan (“FMP”) has been 
completed, including the construction of The Cove School, a brand new school in Corte Madera, 
approximately one-half mile from the parcels in question.  Phase II of the FMP includes adding 
another wing at The Cove School and modernization of the other district schools, including 
constructing additional classrooms at other sites to accommodate for growing enrollment over 
the next ten years.  LCMSD reject the petition primarily based on the enrollment and facilities, 
inclusion of the bayside Corte Madera community, and the potential loss of funds to the 
Larkspur-Corte Madera School District for the foreseeable future. 
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Trustees reviewed the nine conditions for approving the petition according to California 
Education Code § 35373.  The responses are attached (Exhibit 6).  Trustees also discussed the 
content of the original petition submitted by the petitioners and wish to correct some of the 
assertions in that petition, for the record:   
 
1) There is no precedent formally recorded by LCMSD that indicates that children residing 

in the homes on the petitioning parcels attended RUSD;  
 
2) It was determined by county officials and land surveyors that these homes have always 

been in LCMSD;  
 
3) LCMSD works closely with Marin Transit District to facilitate transportation for students 

in the District who cross the freeway to attend school and have a strong collaboration 
with Safe Routes to Schools in minimizing the traffic footprint from school congestion; 

 
4) The Cove School is .64 miles from the eight parcels in the petition, making it far more 

easily accessible to the families residing in these parcels than RUSD schools.  LCMSD, 
The Town of Corte Madera, and Safe Routes to School can work collaboratively to 
ensure safety on the portions of Paradise Drive leading from the parcels to The Cove 
School; and, 

 
5) The transfer of territory does result in revenue loss to LCMSD at a time the District 

cannot afford to absorb decreases in revenue. 
 
Therefore, the Larkspur-Corte Madera School District Board of Trustees does not consent to the 
transfer of territory.  If the petition moves forward to an election, the Larkspur-Corte Madera 
School District is interested in providing input to the election area. 
 
Reed Union School District’s Position (Exhibit 7) 
The Reed Union School District does not consent to the Petition, filed on June 19, 2014 by 
Brooke and Huntly Gordon, to transfer property from the Larkspur-Corte Madera School District 
to the Reed Union School District. The Reed Union School District student enrollment has 
grown by over 50% in the past eight years causing a shortage of classroom space on all three 
Reed Union School District campuses. This property transfer could lead to even more students in 
the Reed Union School District, further increasing the growth and leading to additional 
classroom space constraints. The Reed Union School District has taken many steps to mitigate 
this growth and overcrowding, including a painful decision to no longer permit enrollment of the 
children of our teachers (children not otherwise residing within our District).  
 
Transportation and congestion on the Tiburon peninsula are additional concerns. The Chief 
Petitioner’s property and adjacent neighbors are approximately one-half mile from the new Cove 
School in the Larkspur-Corte Madera School District and are located more than 3.3 miles from 
the nearest school in the Reed Union School District. 
 
Should the Committee approve this petition, the Reed Union School District does wish to give 
input on the election area. 
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STATE BOARD OF EDUCATION 10 CONDITIONS OF EC § 35753 

 
Pursuant to Education Code § 35709(a), and 35753, the Committee may approve proposals for 
the reorganization of districts, using the State Board of Education conditions, and that all of the 
conditions are substantially met.  

TABLE 1 
 

LIST OF TEN CONDITIONS (E.C. § 35753(a)(1-10)) 
 

 
Conditions  

 

 
Impact 

1. Adequacy in number of 
students 
 

The petition does not create new districts. 
 

2. Community identity 
 

Unique community characteristics appear unchanged. 
 

3. Equitable division of assets 
and liabilities 

 

The petition does not affect the division of district owned 
properties or facilities. 
 

4. Will not promote ethnic 
discrimination or 
segregation 

 

There are no currently enrolled students in the affected area.  
Currently, only two students out of the eight (8) residences 
have been identified to be of school age within the next five 
(5) years and are of the same ethnic demographic. 
 

5. Will not substantially 
increase costs to the state 

 

Current analysis indicates there may be a nominal substantial 
cost to the state, estimated at $12,200 for the 2014-2015 
school year, if Larkspur-Corte Madera remains state funded 
as currently estimated.  Current estimates are based on 
variable factors, including property tax valuations, 
enrollment, and per pupil state funding under the Local 
Control Funding Formula. 
 

6. Will not significantly 
disrupt educational 
programs in either district 

 

Requires testimony and positions from the school districts.  
Please refer to each district’s position statement. 
 

7. Will not result in a 
significant increase in 
school facility costs 

 

Please refer to both districts’ position statements. 
 

8. Proposal is not designed to 
substantially increase 
property values 

 

There is no evidence of property values as a consideration for 
this proposal.  
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9. Will not affect the fiscal 
management or status of the 
affected districts 

 

Please refer to both districts’ position statements.  Larkspur-
Corte Madera School District may see an impact from a loss 
of enrollment that could affect their status as a state funded 
or basic aid district.  If deemed to be basic aid, the current 
estimated loss to Larkspur-Corte Madera School District 
would be approximately $12,200 for the 2014-2015 school 
year.  
 
Additionally, as described below, there would be a slight 
reduction to Larkspur-Corte Madera School District’s 
bonding capacity and bond charges.  Reed Union School 
District’s bonding capacity and bond charges would see a 
slight increase. 
 
Education Code does not address the division of parcel taxes 
in Territory Transfers.  General practice is that parcel taxes 
follow the districts, meaning Larkspur-Corte Madera School 
District would see a slight loss of parcel tax revenues, as 
described below, and Reed Union School District would see 
a slight increase.  
 

10. Any other criteria as the 
State Board of Education 
may, by regulation, 
prescribe. 

 

N/A 

 
 
 
COMPLIANCE WITH PUBLIC HEARING 9 CRITERION EC § 35705.5 
 
During the Public Hearings the Committee Reviewed the Following: 
 

The Committee shall make available to the public and to the governing boards affected 
by the petition a description of the petition, including all of the following: 

 
(1) The rights of the employees in the affected districts to continued employment. 

 
Response:  The Petition does not address this, it is the opinion of the Committee staff 
and legal counsel that due to the size of the territory transfer, this does not apply.  

 
(2) The revenue limit[sic] per unit of average daily attendance for each affected district 

and the effect of the petition, if approved, on such revenue limit[sic]. 
 
Response:  An approved Petition would not impact the per unit of revenue per 
Average Daily Attendance (“ADA”) for either district.  The LCFF entitlement for 
both districts are estimated as follows: 
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School District 2014 – 2015 Estimated LCFF 

Entitlement per ADA 
Larkspur/Corte Madera School District 
 

$6,595.27 

Reed Union School District 
 

$6,192.76 

 
As Basic Aid Districts, both districts have historically received excess property taxes.  
However, recently the Larkspur-Corte Madera School District became state-funded 
and it cannot be certain whether to determine whether the district will be state-funded 
or basic aid funded for the 2014-2015 school year or thereafter.  If the Petition is 
approved, the amount of estimated property taxes that would shift from Larkspur-
Corte Madera School District to Reed Union School District is estimated to be 
$12,200 for the 2014-2015 school year. 
 
If the Larkspur-Corte Madera School District remains state-funded, the state would 
backfill the loss of property taxes. For the Reed Union School District, this would be 
additional revenue as a Basic Aid District.  
 

(3) Whether the districts involved will be governed, in part, by provisions of a city charter 
and, if so, in what way. 

 
Response:  The Petition does not address this; it is the opinion of the Committee staff 
and legal counsel that this does not apply. 
 

(4) Whether the governing boards of any proposed new district will have five or seven 
members. 
 
Response:  The Petition does not address this; it is the opinion of the Committee staff 
and legal counsel that this does not apply. 
 

(5) A description of the territory or districts in which the election, if any, will be held. 
 
Response: According to Education Code § 35709, § 35710 and § 35732, if both 
districts do not consent, an election shall be held for the inhabited territory proposed 
in the Petition, unless the Committee calls for an election for each of the districts.  
 

(6) Where the proposal is to create two or more districts, whether the proposal will be 
voted on as a single proposition. 
 
Response:  The Petition does not address this; it is the opinion of the Committee staff 
and legal counsel that this does not apply.  
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(7) Whether the governing board of any new district will have trustee areas and, if so, 
whether the trustees will be elected by only the voters of that trustee area or by the 
voters of the entire district. 
 
Response:  The Petition does not address this; it is the opinion of the Committee staff 
and legal counsel that this does not apply.  
 

(8) A description of how the property, obligations, and bonded indebtedness of existing 
districts will be divided. 
 
Response: The Petition does not describe how the property, obligations, and bonded 
indebtedness will be divided; therefore, Education Code § 35570, et. seq., provides 
the method for dividing the property, obligations, and bonded indebtedness of the two 
districts.  As noted below, Larkspur-Corte Madera School District’s total bond 
charges would be reduced by $4,278.07, and Reed Union School District’s total bond 
charges would be increased by an estimated $2,744.54. 
 

Land Improvements / 
Other 

Exemptions Net Value LCM 
(Actual) 

School Bond 
Charge 
0.0692 

Reed 
(Estimate) 

School Bond 
Charge 
0.0446 

 
3,079,449 4,018,486 (944,314) 6,153,621 $4,278.07 $2,744.54 
Source: As provided by the County of Marin. 
 

Total bonded indebtedness for each district, as of June 30, 2013, is as follows: 
 
District Voter Approved Issued To Date Outstanding 

LCMSD $66,700,000 $47,699,815 $40,808,726 

RUSD $51,000,000 $51,000,000 $37,275,000 

For additional details, see Exhibit 8. 
 

(9) A description of when the first governing board of any new district will be elected and 
how the terms of office for each new trustee will be determined. 
 
Response:  The Petition does not address this; it is the opinion of the Committee staff 
and legal counsel that this does not apply.  
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ADDITIONAL PARCEL TAX INFORMATION 
 
Both Larkspur-Corte Madera School District and Reed Union School District currently have 
parcel taxes.  The Education Code does not address the impact to parcel taxes for reorganizations 
of school districts.  The general practice is for affected parcels to follow the parcel tax rate 
assigned to each school district. 
 
 

District Term Initial 
Amount 

Annual 
Adjustments 

2014-
2015 

Amount 

Election 
Date 

Expiration 
Date 

Larkspur-Corte 
Madera School 
District 

8 years $368.88 5% per year $448.36 11/3/2009 6/30/2018 

Reed Union 
School District 

8 years $507.82 3% per year $507.82 5/6/2014 6/30/2022 

 
 
REQUEST FOR SUPPLEMENTAL INFORMATION 
 
At the special meeting on October 16, 2014, the Committee requested staff to provide a ten year 
history of student attendance from the eight residences. There is insufficient information for staff 
to address this inquiry. According to the Chief Petitioner, as indicated in “Attachment 4” of the 
Petition (Exhibit 1), there were past students from the eight residences that have attended schools 
in the Reed Union School District, as follows:  
 

• 5116 Paradise Drive, Corte Madera – Student A attended RUSD from 2000 through 
2009. Student B attended RUSD from 1998 through 2007. 
 

• 5090-94 Paradise Drive, Corte Madera – Student C attended RUSD from 1999 to 2007, 
Student D attended from 1992 through 1999, and a third sibling attended from 1989 
through 1996. 

 
• 5148 Paradise Drive, Corte Madera – A family was renting this [property] around 10 

years ago and our neighbors told the [Chief Petitioner] that multiple children in this 
family attended RUSD. 

 
• 5156 Paradise Drive, Corte Madera – The Simon family had three children attend RUSD 

from 1984 through 1997. 
 

• The other homes have not had any school age children. 
 
Staff is unable to verify the Chief Petitioner’s information. 
 
 

-11-  



INDEX OF EXHIBITS 

 

Exhibit 1 Petition 
 

Exhibit 2 Land Surveyor’s Report 
 

Exhibit 3 Notice of Exemption 
 

Exhibit 4 State Board of Education 10 Conditions (E.C. § 35373) 
 

Exhibit 5 Annotated Map 
 

Exhibit 6 Larkspur-Corte Madera School District Position Letter 
 

Exhibit 7 Reed Union School District Position Letter 
 

Exhibit 8 General Obligation Bonds 
 

 

  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

[ EXHIBIT 1 ] 



California Department of Education 
District Organization Handbook 
July 2010 

APPENDIX E 

PETITION FOR TRANSFER 
OF TERRITORY 

PETITION FOR TRANSFER OF TERRITORY 

To the Superintendent of Schools of Marin County: 

Pursuant to Education Code Section 35700, subdivision (a), the undersigned, 
constituting at least 25 percent of the registered electors residing in the territory 
proposed to be transferred, now within the boundaries of the Larkspur/Corte Madera 
School District, Marin County, petition that the boundaries of the Larkspur/Corte 
Madera School District be changed to eliminate from it the territory hereinafter 
described. The undersigned persons petition that the territory be transferred to and 
included within the Reed School District of Marin County. 

The properties to be transferred is described as follows: 

5094-5168 Paradise Drive, Corte Madera, CA 94925 (8 homes total) See Attachment 1 for view 
of the area (arrow indicating properties). Attachment 2 is a close up of the properties. 

The undersigned request the changes in the respective boundaries of the school districts 
for the followinQ reasons: 

1) Precedence- we can document that these 8 homes (those that have attended public 
schools) attended Reed (with none of them going to Larkspur/Corte Madera) over the 
last 30 years. See attachment 4. The location of these homes has been a gray area 
where up until recently the homes were given the option of going to either district (not by 
going the route of requesting a transfer). This gray area is a result of some historic 
annexing where portions of the parcels were a part of Tiburon. Because these homes 
have been more aligned with the Tiburon community, all of the children went to Reed. To 
our knowledge no child in these grouping of homes has attended the Corte Madera/ 
Larkspur School District. 

2) Surrounding Community-These 8 homes are part of the Tiburon (Reed School 
District) community. If you look at a map they are surrounded by Tiburon homes to the 
East and to the South. At the Tiburon border on Paradise Drive moving West, there are 
only these 8 homes and there is not another home that attends the Corte Madera/ 
Larkspur School District for more than a 1/2 mile. All closest homes and apartments 



attend Reed. The current school district separation line runs right through Paradise 
Drive and not at any intersection. Please reference the attachments 1-3. 

3) Bus Service. The closest cross street (which is walking distance), Robin Drive, has a 
bus stop servicing Reed School District only. The existing homes in discussion here 
have used the public school transportation at the Robin drive stop (having gone Reed). 
We feel that having the option to minimize our footprint and traffic patterns is important. 
There is no bus service for the Corte Madera/Larkspur School District. 

4) Safe Route to School. There is no safe route or walking path/sidewalk to the new 
Cove School (or to any of the CM/Larkspur Schools) for these homes and no plans to 
create one. The option of utilizing the bus service (for Reed) is the safest option. 
Please see attached pictures (attachment 5 and 6) of Paradise Drive. These pictures 
show that cars park on both sides of Paradise Drive (people street park for both Marin 
Montessori and Marin Country Day) and walking along Paradise Drive is dangerous. 

5) Very minimal impact on either school district. This petition only includes 8 homes. At 
this time there are not any school age children in these 8 homes who are attending 
grades K-8 so there would not be an immediate change. There are two toddlers that live 
at 5124 Paradise. 

The Chief Petitioners for the purpose of receiving notices and so forth are: 

Name (print or type) Address 

1. Brooke & Huntly Gordon 5124 Paradise Drive, Corte Madera, CA94925 



. . '· . 

4 

5 

7 

Print City 

Zip Code 

Sign No. & Street 

Print City 

~pfft~J t!' £3~,U 
s/ oo fJ~v rs l='~ Code 0cf~ 2--S
?O~ m~~ 

~-
No. & Street 

Print City 

Zip Code 

rint City 

-J ol-n'' c . Feo ltiavie sl0Lf fava.Ji~JY.,1/ve ClW-k /vi~ CA 
Zip Code 

Cf LfC,25 



' ' 

No. &Street S(s"{:, q~ ~Ill~ 
10 __., 

City C.Jd>~ ~bf>..A-jcfo. · 'f'fl:fZJ 

Zip Code 

11 ~ 
Print 

Htwe5tM.ot.J 
Zip Code 

12 

Sign No. & Street 

13 
Print City 

Zip Code 

Sign No. & Street 

14 
Print City 

Zip Code 

Sign No. & Street 

15 
Print City 

Zip Code 

This petition may be circulated by a paid signature gatherer or a volunteer. You have the right to 
ask. , 

DECLARATION OF PETITION CIRCULATOR 



3) Bus Service. The closest cross street (which is walking distance), Robin drive, has a 
bus stop servicing Reed school District only. The existing homes in discussion here have 
used the public school transportation at the Robin drive stop (having gone Reed). We 
feel that having the option to minimize our footprint and traffic patterns is important. 
There is no bus service for the Corte Madera/Larkspur School District. 

4) Safe Route to School. There is no safe route or walking path/sidewalk to the new 
Cove School (or to any of the CM/Larkspur Schools) fo~ these homes and no plans to 
create one. The option of utilizing the bus service (for Reed) is the safest option. 
Please see (attachment 5 and 6) of Paradise drive. These pictures show that cars park 
on both sides of Paradise drive (people parking for both Marin Montessori and Marin 
Country Day) and walking along Paradise Drive is dangerous. 

5) Very minimal impact on either school district. This petition only includes 8 homes. At 
this time there are not any school age children in these 8 homes who are attending 
grades K-8 so there would not be an immediate change. There are two toddlers that live 
at 5124 Paradise. 

The Chief Petitioners for the purpose of receiving notices and so forth are: 

Name (print or type) 

1. Brooke & Huntly Gordon 

Name 

1 

Address 

5124 Paradise Drive, Corte Madera, CA 94925 

For office 
Residence address use only 

No. & Street Si9bA f)_ 
5148 Paradise Drive 

Print / City 

David L. Bremner Corte Madera 

2 Sign No. & Street 

Print City 

3 Sign No. & Street 

Print City 

4 Sign No. & Street 

Print City 

5 Sign No. & Street 



·. . ' 

I, Brooke Francis Gordon, state as follows: 

(1) That my residence address is:5124 Paradise Drive 

Corte Madera, CA 94925 

(2) That I circulated the foregoing petition and saw the appended signatures being 
written. (3) That according to my best information and belief, each signature is the 
genuine signature of the person whose name it purports to be. (4) That the dates 
between which II signatures to the petition wer obtain d are: 

. J 3 \ Y and VJ c/ 
(Begin ng dat 1 (Ending date) 

der penalty of perjury, that this dee ration is true and correct. 

Fr 
re of Circulator) (Include first name and middle initial or first initial and middle 

Executedon ~fJ1/!Y at NOJ<)'(l {out {)M(e af !du£~~ 

E- PAGE 2 

E- PAGE 1 



Brooke Gordon <brooke.francis@gmail.com> <# 
Fwd: Paradise Drive Home, Corte Madera--Note from neighbor 

From: David Bremner <davidlbremner@cox mH> 
Subject: Re: Fwd: Paradise Drive Home, Corte Madera--Note from neighbor 
Date: June 18, 2014 114316 AM PDT 
To: Brooke Gordon <brooke.franc1s@gmail com> 

Brooke, 

Very happy to help. 

If you need anything in addition to the attached signed petition , please let me know. 

Good luck and best regards . . David 

On 6/17/2014 7:56 PM, Brooke Gordon wrote : 

i ~a~ giver your e~ai~ Tram our neighbors, LarLa ana K1cnara. We live aT ~124 ~arac1se uri.e a·= .re 

circulating a oetltion to off1c1ally c11ange tne scnooL a1str1CT for our arouc1na of name~ 11nclJd::.r J 
yowsi to be part or tre Reed !Tib•ironl school district. A:l ot our nouses fall into tne Lorte 
Macera/Larkspur Schoo. District however evervone that we can aocument that lives in o~r arouo OT homes 1a~ 

ittended Reed (having previously been given the opt1on between CH/Larkspur and Reed). Given that the ·est 
OT the street (Paradise) ana all of the surround1na nouses 1even tre apartments across the street: go Reed 
it makes tne most sense to ofticially ~harqe our boundary so t~at our Kids can attend the same scrooc a~ 
tne1r immeaiate neignbors. I currently nave two small chi.dren (1 and 3) and tn1s is tne reason for ~e 
~tart1na this oet1t1on. 
This wou.d atfecr 8 names and we have quickly gathered tne support OT every neighbor tnat resides a· tre 
property (all 7 neighbor~). Carla/Richard, J~m/Hilde, Kav/John, Stephanie, ana Alan/Cinay and Sue na\e 
all Signed the petition. Tne only rema1n1ng sianature to be able to get 100~ support is your sLqnature. 
I ~ave attacned tre pet1t1on to this ema1L tor your retareict. 
Please feel free to call me . on my cell phone with anv questions. l415i 420-0143. Your support would o. 
greatlv ~porer1ate~. 

; ) ' 
13root<e (,orjor 
(415) 420-014 ~ 

... 
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Attachment 4 

Names of children who lived between 5094-5168 Paradise Drive, Corte Madera, that attended 
Reed. 

The goal of this is to demonstrate that there is a precedence for these homes in question 
attending Reed. Note, we have not been able to find anyone in these homes who attended the 
Larkspur/Corte Madera School District. 

• 5116 Paradise Drive, Corte Madera.  attended Reed from 2000 through 
2009.  attended Reed from 1998 through 2007. 

• 5090-94 Paradise Drive, Corte Madera.  attended Reed from 1999 to 
2007,  attended from 1992 through 1999, and a third sibling attended 
from 1989 through 1996. 

• 5148 Paradise Drive. A family was renting this around 10 years ago and our neighbors 
told me that multiple children in this family attended Reed. 

• 5156 Paradise Drive. The  family had three children attend Reed from 1984 
through 1997. 

• The other homes have not had any school age children. 



. . AttaLhment 5 
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Notice of Exemption 

To: Office of Planning and Research 
PO Box 3044, 1400 Tenth Street, Room 212 
Sacramento, CA 95812-3044 

X County Clerk 
County of Marin County 
3501 Civic Center Drive, Room 234 
San Rafael, CA 94903 

Form D 

From: Marin County Office of Education 
PO Box 4925, 1111 Las Gallinas Avenue 
San Rafael, CA 94903 

Project Title: Transfer of Territory: Larkspur-Corte Madera School District to Reed Union School District 

Project Location - Specific: Attached is a list of addresses and parcel numbers for the territory proposed for transfer. 

Project Location - City: Corte Madera Project Location - County: Marin 

Description of Project: 
Proposal to transfer 10 parcels from Larkspur-Corte Madera School District to Reed Union School District 

Name of Public Agency Approving Project: Marin County Committee on School District Organization 

Name of Person or Agency Carrying Out Project: Marin County Committee on School District Organization 

Exempt Status: (check one) 

D 

D 

D 

Ministerial (Sec. 21080(b)(1 ); 15268); 

Declared Emergency (Sec. 21080(b)(3); 15269(a)); 

Emergency Project (Sec. 21080(b)(4); 15269(b)(c)); 

X Categorical Exemption. State type and section number Article 19 Section 15320 Class 20 

D Statutory Exemptions. State code number:---------------------

Reasons why project is exempt: Minor boundary change between two local agencies (school districts). 

Lead Agency 
Contact Person: Area Code/Telephone/Extension: (415) 499-5805 

rtified document of exemption finding. 

emption been filed by the/z~:ency approving the project? o 

Date: % 2' Title: _Deputy Superintendent 
--+----lr->"9..._,'"'-"~,,__ ____ _ 

Date received for filing at OPR: _______ _ 

Signed by Applicant 

Yes D No 



Owner( s) & Address Parcel Number 

1 Brooke and Huntly Gordon 026-231-53 (Improved Parcel) 
5124 Paradise Drive, Corte Madera, CA 94925 

2 Carla and Richard Condon 026-231-52 (Improved Parcel) 
5132 Paradise Drive, Corte Madera, CA 94925 

3 Stephanie Brown 026-231-56 (Improved Parcel) 
5100 Paradise Drive, Corte Madera, CA 94925 

4 Cindy and Alan Sandner 026-231-54 (Improved Parcel) 
5116 Paradise Drive, Corte Madera, CA 94925 

5 John and Kay Keohane 026-231-48 (Improved Parcel) 
5164 Paradise Drive, Corte Madera, CA 94925 

6 James and Hilda Simon 026-231-49 (Improved Parcel) 
5156 Paradise Drive, Corte Madera, CA 94925 

7 Sue Duryee 026-23 1-60 (Improved Parcel) 
5094 Paradise Drive, Corte Madera, CA 94925 

8 David and Mary Bremner 026-231-50 (Improved Parcel) 
5148 Paradise Drive, Corte Madera, CA 94925 026-231-43 (Unimproved Parcel) 

AdditionalLots Within Territory 
9 Oak Gove Properties 026-231-51 (Unimproved Parcel) 

5140 Paradise Drive, Corte Madera, CA 94925 

10 Marin Montessori School 026-231-61 (Unimproved Parcel) 
5168 Paradise Drive, Corte Madera, CA 94925 

Parcel No. 02623151 at 5140 Paradise Drive is an unimproved lot owned by the division under 
the name of Oak Grove Properties. Parcel No. 02623161 at 5168 Paradise Drive is owned by the 
Marin Montessori School. The owners of these parcels were not named in the petition. The 
County Assessor's Office confirmed that 5148 Paradise Drive is the address for two parcels with 
one registered owner. 
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State Board of Education Conditions 

Pursuant to Education Code § 35753, the State Board of Education may approve proposals for 

the reorganization of districts, if the board has determined, with respect to the proposal and the 

resulting districts, that all of the conditions are substantially met. The following 10 conditions 

can be used as a guide for the County Committee Members during the public hearing: 

 

 Condition 

1 The reorganized districts will be adequate in terms of number of pupils enrolled. 

 

2 The districts are each organized on the basis of a substantial community identity. 

 

3 The proposal will result in an equitable division of property and facilities of the original 

district or districts. 

 

4 The reorganization of the districts will preserve each affected district’s ability to educate 

students in an integrated environment and will not promote racial or ethnic discrimination or 

segregation. 

 

5 Any increase in costs to the state as a result of the proposed reorganization will be 

insignificant and otherwise incidental to the reorganization. 

 

6 The proposed reorganization will continue to promote sound education performance and will 

not significantly disrupt the educational programs in the districts affected by the proposed 

reorganization. 

 

7 Any increase in school facilities costs as a result of the purposed reorganization will be 

insignificant and otherwise incidental to the reorganization. 

 

8 The proposed reorganization is primarily designed for purposes other than to significantly 

increase property values. 

 

 9 The proposed reorganization will continue to promote sound fiscal management and not 

caused a substantial negative effect on the fiscal status of the proposed district or any 

existing district affected by the proposed reorganization. 

 

10 Any other criteria as the board may, by regulation, prescribe. 
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LARKSPUR-CORTE MADERA SCHOOL DISTRICT 
 

Responses to the Nine Conditions for Approving the Petition for Territory Transfer 
 
 

(1) The reorganized districts will be adequate in terms of number of pupils enrolled. 
 

The petition currently impacts a handful of students.  LCMSD has just built a 
new school and is looking forward to accommodating all of the students within 
its boundaries.  LCMSD can accommodate all students within its boundaries.  
LCMSD currently accepts some interdistrict transfers from RUSD--those directly 
across the street from The Cove School. 

 

(2) The districts are each organized on the basis of a substantial community 
identity. 
 

LCMSD has a strong identity with Corte Madera, as it comprises a large 
percentage of the district’s student population.  The majority of the Town of 
Corte Madera is in the LCMSD.  A small portion of Corte Madera is in the Reed 
Union School District.  Residents on the bay side of Corte Madera frequently 
question why all of their town is not in the LCMSD boundary.  LCMSD currently 
serves 16 students from bay side Corte Madera on interdistrict transfers from 
Reed Union School District. 

 

(3) The proposal will result in an equitable division of property and facilities of the 
original district or districts. 
 

The property in question would be transferred to Reed Union School District, 
resulting in a reduction of assessed value of property in the LCMSD of 
approximately $6.2 million for one year as currently valued. LCMSD has 
remained on the cusp of Basic Aid and LCFF (previously revenue limit) for the 
past decade.  Even a minor loss of property negatively impacts our district – as 
a potential basis for per student funding and a loss in annual parcel tax and 
bond payments. 

 

(4) The reorganization of the districts will preserve each affected district’s ability to 
educate students in an integrated environment and will not promote racial or 
ethnic discrimination or segregation. 
 

The requested property transfer only further promotes a separation of assessed 
values – from those with higher property values from those with slightly less 
property values. The property is waterfront and valued among the highest in 
Corte Madera. 

 



(5) Any increase in costs to the state as a result of the proposed reorganization will be 
insignificant and otherwise incidental to the reorganization. 
 

This is unknown. 

 

(6) The proposed reorganization will continue to promote sound education 
performance and will not significantly disrupt the educational programs in the 
districts affected by the proposed reorganization. 
 

Both districts have growing enrollment.  LCMSD has recently opened a new school 
and has determined it can seat enrollment increases projected over the next 
decade, with no disruption to the educational program. 

 

(7) Any increase in school facilities costs as a result of the proposed reorganization 
will be insignificant and otherwise incidental to the reorganization. 
 

Unknown. See answer 6. 

 

(8) The proposed reorganization is primarily designed for purposes other than to 
significantly increase property values. 
 

Unknown.  It is frequently stated that homes in the Reed Union School District 
are assessed at a higher value than those in LCMSD because of the school 
district. The Reed Union School District has higher property values, most likely 
due to the geographic desirability of Tiburon and Belvedere. Both school 
districts have high state rankings and achievement. 

 

(9) The proposed reorganization will continue to promote sound fiscal management 
and not cause a substantial negative effect on the fiscal status of the proposed 
district or any existing district affected by the proposed reorganization. 
 

Granting the transfer would result in a negative fiscal impact for LCMSD.  The 
district will lose parcel tax, bond dollars, and assessed value.  LCMSD cannot 
afford to lose money or students. 
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G:\Hirsch\CCSDO\Territory Transfer - LCM, Reed\Go Bonds 2014\Go Bonds 2014 - v4

Marin County Schools lkl 6-9-14

GENERAL OBLIGATION BONDS Updated: 10-15-14

SAP funds Copy District Authority Election Date Type Voter Approved Issued to date Exp Date Refunded Expiration Date  Outstanding  

46510 N/A Larkspur School Bonds 2000 Series A (refunded see 46512) Measure A Jun-00 66.67% 21,700,000           18,000,000           2025-26 (8,100,000)          Refunded 4,598,911                   
46511 N/A Larkspur School Bonds 2000 Series B 3,699,815             2030-31 3,054,815                   

21,699,815           

46512 X Larkspur School Bonds Refunding 2011 (see 46510) 8,135,000           2023-24 7,155,000                   
46513 X Larkspur School Bonds 2011 Measure A Nov-11 55% 26,000,000           26,000,000           2042-43 26,000,000                 

Larkspur School Bonds 2014 Measure D Jun-14 55% 19,000,000           19,000,000           2044-45 19,000,000                 

LARKSPUR total all bonds 66,700,000           47,699,815           35,000                59,808,726                 

51510 N/A Reed Union School Bonds 2002 (refunded see 51513) Measure C Nov-01 66.67% 38,000,000           22,000,000           2026-27 Refunded in total -                              
51511 N/A Reed Union School Bonds 2004 (refunded see 51513) 16,000,000           2028-29 Refunded 545,000                      

38,000,000           

51512 N/A Reed Union School Bonds 2006 (refunded see 51514) Measure A Nov-05 13,000,000           13,000,000           2031-32 (10,430,000)       Refunded 410,000                      

51513 in box Reed Union School Bonds Refunding 2011 (see 51510/51511) 26,900,000         2028-29 25,635,000                 
51514 in box Reed Union School Bonds Refunding 2012 (see 51512) 10,915,000         2031-32 10,685,000                 

REED total all bonds 51,000,000           51,000,000           27,385,000         37,275,000                 
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